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Why pre-approval should be
your priority
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  W2 forms from the past 2 years 

  Pay stubs for the last 30 days  

  Federal tax returns from the past 2 years

  Proof of other sources of income

  Details of long term debt such as car or student loans

ID and social security number

GET YOUR CREDIT IN CHECK

Make sure you are financially ready for homeownership. Do you have
a lot of debt? Plenty saved for a down payment? What about closing
costs?  Ask yourself "How much house can I afford?" before you go
further. Additionally know that lenders look closely at your credit
score when determining your eligibility for a mortgage loan. Check
your credit score and do anything you can to improve it such as
lowering outstanding debt.

FIND THE RIGHT LENDER

Just like you want to get the home that best suits your needs, you also
need to find a lender that best suits you. REALTORS® have handled
hundreds, if not thousands, of transactions over the course of their
career and can provide you with a list of reputable lenders that their
clients have worked with.

BE PREPARED

A lender will need information from you in order to get you pre-
approved and through the home buying process. Here are a few
things to have ready for them. 



UPFRONT COSTS

CLOSING COSTS
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Talk to people who live there. They can give you the deets!
Drive or walk through the entire area at different times of the

Look for access to major thoroughfares and highways.
Look at traffic patterns around the area during different times of
the day. You may also want to drive from the area to work.
Is the neighborhood near parks, places of worship, recreation
centers, shopping, theaters, restaurants, public transportation,
schools, or other places of interest to you?

CRITERIA

          Understanding what you’re looking for is your first priority.
                • Location       • Price             • Square feet       • HOA?
                • Style              • Features       • Schools             • Bedrooms

MLS

The Multiple Listing Service (MLS) is a database of property listings
established and paid for by REALTORS®. This platform allow Brokers
to post and market their properties for lease and/or sale, nationwide.
Sellers benefit from the increased exposure and Buyers benefit
because they obtain real-time access to this proprietary information.

SCOUT NEIGHBORHOODS 

It is important that you scout neighborhoods IN PERSON. There are
many factors to consider when evaluating which neighborhood is
right for you and your family.

       day, throughout the week, and on weekends.
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WHAT WILL BE INSPECTED?

ADDITIONAL  INSPECTIONS

COST OF A HOME INSPECTION
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PICK YOUR HOMEOWNERS INSURANCE

TRANSFER UTILIT IES TO YOUR NAME

SCHEDULE FINAL WALK THROUGH
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WHO WILL BE
AT CLOSING?

Be prepared for a lot of signing and don't forget to bring your ID!
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Sandi CollierSandi Collier
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https://www.nar.realtor/realtororg.nsf/pages/whoisarealtor
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